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becomes horrifically incomprehensible to the Irish Protestant
Churchman, who, on his part, puzzles the Anglican by
regarding a Methodist as tolerantly as an Irishman who
likes grog regards an Irishman who prefers punch.

A Fundamental Anomaly.

Now nothing can be more anomalous, and at bottom
impossible, than a Conservative Protestant party standing
for the established order againstt a revolutionary Catholic
party. The Protestant is theoretically an anarchist as far
as anarchism is practicable in human society: that is, he
is an individualist, a freethinker, a self-helper, a Whig, a
Liberal, a mistruster and vilifier of the State, a rebel. The
Catholic is theoretically a Collectivist, a self-abnegator, a
Tory, a Conservative, a supporter of Church and State one
and undivisible, an obeyer. This would be a statement of
fact as well as of theory if men were Protestants and
Catholics by temperament and adult choice instead of by
family tradition. The peasant who supposed that Words-
worth's son would carry on the business now the old
gentleman was gone was not a whit more foolish than we
who laugh at his ignorance of the nature of poetry whilst
we take it as a matter of course that a son should "carry
on" his father's religion. Hence, owing to our family
system, the Catholic Churches are recruited daily at the font
by temperamental Protestants, and the Protestant organiza-
tions by temperamental Catholics, with consequences most
disconcerting to those who expect history to be deducible
from the religious professions of the men who make it.

Still, though the Roman Catholic Church may occa-
sionally catch such Tartars as Luther and Voltaire, or the
Protestant organizations as Newman and Manning, the
general run of mankind takes its impress from the atmo-
sphere in which it is brought up. In Ireland the Roman
Catholic peasant cannot escape the religious atmosphere of
his Church. Except when he breaks out like a naughty child
he is docile; he is reverent; he is content to regard know-